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Guidance to Locating Gaming Machines in Alcohol Licensed Premises

  Status of this Leaflet

This is not statutory guidance and does not form any part of the Licensing Authority’s Policy (which is available separately). The leaflet does not replace the Act or any statutory guidance issued under it, so reference should always be made to that before submitting applications.

Introduction

Gaming machines are often found in public houses and bars. The Gambling Act 2005 brings in new procedures for obtaining permissions to site such machines in premises that are licensed to sell alcohol by retail on the premises under the Licensing Act 2003. There are two important provisions in relation to gaining a permission: -

· Notification of intention to make upto 2 gaming machines available for use.

· Applying for a permit to make available more than 2 gaming machines available for use.

This guidance refers to premises, which are licensed to sell alcohol on its own, at a bar, without food to accompany it.

This guidance does not apply to premises which hold a Club Premises Certificate under the Licensing Act 2003. Please refer to separate guidance issued.

Categories of Machines

Alcohol licensed premises are allowed have provide machines for gaming as set by regulations issued by the Secretary of State.

	Category of Machine
	Maximum stake
	Maximum prize

	C
	£1
	£100

	D
	30p
	£8

	
	Further regulations apply to non-monetary machines or

Where prize is a mix of prize/cash


You will have to comply with the codes of practice issued by the Commission on the location and access to gaming machines by children and young persons.

Notification of intention to make upto 2 gaming machines available for use

The holder of a Premises On Licence granted under the Licensing Act 2003 may serve notification on the Licensing Authority of his intention to make 2 gaming machines available for use.

The Licensing Authority (Council) may make an order disapplying the entitlement and therefore not allowing gaming machines on particular licensed premises.

To service notice of your intention you must obtain a notice from the Licensing Authority and send it with a payment of £50 (cheques made payable to OMBC) to the address below.

Once your notification has been received an acknowledgement will be sent to you, which should be kept in a safe place.

Applying for a permit to make available more than 2 gaming machines available for use

The holder of a Premises Licence granted under the Licensing Act 2003 may apply for a permit to make available more than 2 gaming machines available for use. There is no limit to the number of machines you may apply for.

Application forms are available from the Licensing Authority. Fees are as follows:-

The holder of an existing s34 AWP permit  - £100

All other cases - £150

Annual Fee

In relation to permits for more than 2 machines an annual fee is payable. Where a permit comes into effect on the issue date, the first annual fee shall be paid 30 days after that date. The current fee is £50.

Transfer of Permit

If the premises licence holder and the Premises Licence under the Licensing Act 2003 is varied to show a new name the holder of that licence may apply to transfer the gaming permit into his name. The current fee is £25.

Variation of a Permit

If you wish to change the number or category of machines you may apply to vary the permit. The current fee is £100.

Change of Name

If the holder of the permit changes his name or wishes to be known by a different name this may be done by submitting a fee of £25.

Copy of a Permit
A copy of a permit issued may be requested by submitting a fee of £15.

Appeals

An appeal maybe lodged against any decision of the Licensing Authority. This must be done within 21 days beginning on the day on which the appellant or holder receives notice of the decision against which the appeal is brought. Appeals should be lodged with Oldham Magistrates’ Court, St. Domingo Place, West Street, Oldham, OL1 1QE.

Further reading

· Oldham Councils Gambling Policy Statement

· Codes of Practice issued by the Gambling Commission

For further information contact Oldham Council’s Licensing Section

	In person or in writing to:
	Licensing Section

Sir Robert Peacock House, Vulcan Street, Oldham, OL1 4LA

09.00 to 12.30 Monday & Friday

09.00 to 12.30 & 13.30 to 16.00 Tuesday to Thursday


	By phone:
	0161 770 4730 
09.00 to 16.00 Monday to Friday



	Fax:
	0161 770 4481



	E-mail:
	env.licensing@oldham.gov.uk


	Website
	http://www.oldham.gov.uk/info/200204/licensing
Other sites of interest

www.culture.gov.uk
www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk



Any advice given in this guidance is not to be taken as legal advice. Independent legal advice should be sought on any points of law. 
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